
Patterns 

Printing Instructions: 
1.Save file to computer 

2.Select to print “Actual Size” 

3.Be sure “Fit to Page” is not selected 

4.Be sure to print the correct orientation: “landscape” 

5.Once printed, measure the box above to be sure you printed the cor-
rect size. If the box does not measure 1 inch high and 1 inch wide, go 
back and check your printer settings. 
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AMERICAN GIRL SWIMSUIT PATTERN 

Repurpose an old suit or use new material 
INSTRUCTIONS 

OPTION 1: Pictured on the left is a little girl’s swimsuit being re-
purposed into an American Girl swimsuit. If you are able to use an 
old swimsuit, match up the finished edges and cut pieces exactly 
to size. 

OPTION 2:  If using new material, add a seam allowance to the 
pattern. This pattern will work best using a swimsuit like material 
or knit that has a stretch to it. 
 

1. For the bottom: Hem around all edges (if new material) and sew side 
seams with right sides together. 

2. For top: Hem edges (if new material)  

3. Place triangular top pieces on top of each other with right sides fac-
ing same direction and baste straight across bottom. 

4. With right sides together, sew the side of the rectangular pieces to-
gether to form a circle. 

5. Hem top and bottom edge of rectangular pieces that now form a 
circle.  

6. Pin the rectangular pieces to the basted edge of the swimsuit top, 
placing seam in step 4 on the side. 

7. Attach straps to top 

8. For beach bag: sew triangle pieces, right sides together leaving an 
opening at the top. Attach straps. 

 



TOP FRONT 

CUT 1 FOR RIGHT SIDE AND 
THEN FLIP PATTERN AND CUT     

1 FOR LEFT SIDE 

EXAMPLE 

STRAPS CUT 2 

1”  
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*Don’t forget to add 
seam allowance if 
using new material! 



1”  

LOWER PORTION  

TANKINI TOP 1.1 

TAPE END TO END WITH 1.2 

CUT 1 - SHOULD EQUAL 12” LONG 

LOWER PORTION  

TANKINI TOP 1.2 

TAPE END TO END WITH 1.1 
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BACK OF BOTTOM 
1.1 

TAPE TO FRONT 

1”  
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FRONT OF  

BOTTOM 1.2 

TAPE TO BACK 

1”  
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When taping 
together, line 
up the dotted 
line so pattern 
pieces overlap. 



Beach Bag  

Cut 2 

 

Straps 
Cut 2 



For more detailed pictures, see 
www.allthingswithpurpose.com and 

click on American Girl / 18” Doll 
Patterns under Sewing. 


